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Hosted by the Estonian National Institute for Health Development 

21 – 22 April 2021 
 

Agenda Day One 

Please note that all times are indicated in Central European (Paris) time. 

Simultaneous interpretation in English and Russian will be available. 
 

                     Wednesday  21 April 

Timing (Central 
European/Paris) 

Session 

10:00-12:00 Morning Session - IANPHI European Business and Strategic Meeting 
10:00-10:30 

CET 
Opening Address 

Tanel Kiik, Minister of Health and Labour of Estonia 

10:30-11:15 
CET 

Regional Network Update and Elections 

Quentin Sandifer, Chair, & Annika Veimer, Vice-Chair, IANPHI European Network 

This session will include updates on the European Network and presentations from 
candidates of their applications for the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair 

11:15-12:00 
CET 

Update and Discussion on the IANPHI Strategic Vision and Action Plan  

Cathy Morgan, Director of Strategy and Head of Policy Profession, Public Health England 

Following a presentation of the work on the IANPHI 2021-2025 Strategic Vision, European 
members will share their priorities for its implementation through IANPHI. 

The 5 strategic priorities will be presented and discussed: 

SP1: Strengthen institutional and professional relationships within IANPHI’s unique global 
forum 

Additional contribution from Tracey Cooper, Chief Executive, Public Health Wales 

SP2: Harness the collective expertise of members to develop public health capacity globally 

SP3: Engage, support and grow IANPHI’s diverse and unified membership base 
SP4: Advocate in support of NPHIs as key public health actors 

Additional contribution from Bjørn Iversen, Senior Medical Officer, Department of 
Infection Prevention and Preparedness, Norwegian Public Health Institute 

SP5: Build an agile association to support its members through change 

14:00-16:00 Afternoon Session - Regional Strategic Priorities for Collaboration 

14:00-14:10 
CET 

Introductory Remarks 

Duncan Selbie, IANPHI President 

14:10-15:15 
CET 

Collaboration between IANPHI Europe and WHO Regional Office for Europe 

The session will feature an open discussion around the European Programme of Work, 
2020–2025 –“United Action for Better Health in Europe” (EPW), adopted in September 
2020, and areas of collaboration between NPHIs in Europe and WHO Europe. 

Quentin Sandifer, IANPHI European Network Chair, will introduce the three areas of 
collaboration with WHO Europe. 

Introductory words from Hans Kluge, Director of the WHO Regional Office for Europe 

https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-policy/european-programme-of-work/about-the-european-programme-of-work
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Gabrielle Jacob, Special Advisor, and Pascale Goreux, Senior Specialist, Transformation & 

Organisation Development, WHO Regional Office for Europe, will present the Pan-
European Leadership Academy and the Country Presence Review. 

Natasha Azzopardi-Muscat, Director of the Division of Country Health Policies and 
Systems, WHO Regional Office for Europe, will speak on the strengthening of public 
health services in view of the lessons learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

15:15-16:00 
CET 

Strategic Priorities of European NPHIs 

Quentin Sandifer, Chair, Annika Veimer, Vice-Chair, IANPHI European Network 

European members will discuss their institutes’ medium-term priorities and explore 
collaboration opportunities. 

Questions such as the following could be addressed: 

- Having heard during the European meeting of the IANPHI Strategic vision, and of 
the opportunities for collaboration with WHO Regional Office for Europe, how is 
this aligned with their priorities in Europe? 

- What will be your major challenges for the next 5 years and have they evolved 
with the current pandemic?  

- What would be your expectations in terms of peer-to-peer support and exchange 
given the current challenges in Europe? 

 

Agenda Day Two 

Please note that all times are indicated in Central European (Paris) time. 
Simultaneous interpretation in English and Russian will be available. 

 

                       Thursday  22 April 

Timing (Cental 
European/Paris) 

Session 

10:00-12:00 Morning Session – Digital Public Health Systems 

10:00-10:30 
CET 

Opening Addresses 

Kalle Killar, Deputy Secretary General on E-services Development and Innovation, 
Estonian Ministry of Social Affairs, will open the meeting’s second day with an address on 
Digital Public Health and Cross-sectoral Collaboration. 

10:30-10:45 
CET 

Innovation Spotlight 

Bob Gann, Digital Health Literacy Advisor at Health Education England & Expert Advisor 
at Digital Communities Wales, will present on digital issues related to equity and inclusion 
in the context of COVID-19 and the digital inverse care law 

10:45-12:00 
CET 

NPHI Opportunities from Digital Public Health Systems 

Markku Tervahauta, Director General, Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare, on 
solutions of digital public health systems in Finland 

Ihor Kuzin, Deputy Director, Public Health Centre of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine, on 
opportunities for digital public health systems in Ukraine 
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Herman van Oyen, Scientific Director, Epidemiology and Public Health, Sciensano, 
Belgium, on the public health benefits of integrated health information systems 

This open discussion featuring presentations from IANPHI members will introduce the 
opportunities and challenges of developing integrated health information systems for 
public health and NPHIs. 

14:00-16:00 Afternoon Session – COVID-19 and Applications of Digital Public Health 
14:00-14:30 

CET 
Keynote speech 

Üllar Lanno, Director General of Estonian Health Board, will present on the application of 
digital public health during health emergencies 

14:30-15:50 
CET 

Open Discussions - COVID-19 and Digital Public Health 

Roee Singer, Head, IHR National Focal Point and Deputy Director, Division of Epidemiogy, 
Ministry of Health of Israel, on vaccination strategies 

Linus Grabenhenrich, Deputy Director, Methodology and Research Infrastructure, Head 
of Research Data Management Unit, Robert Koch Institute, on digital responses to COVID-
19 

Julien Durand, Scientific Project Manager, Division of Data Science, Santé publique 
France, on the development of digital laboratory-based surveillance for COVID-19 in France  

Leena Inamdar, Consultant Epidemiologist – NIS Global Health Lead Consultant / 
Programme Lead, New Variant Assessment Programme (NVAP) / Global Health Team, 
Field Service, National Infection Service, Public Health England, on genomic sequencing of 
COVID-19 

Dorit Nitzan, Regional Emergency Director, WHO Regional Office for Europe, on 
preparing for the next health emergencies in a digitized era 

15:50-16:00 
CET 

Closing remarks 

 


